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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 3346 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SE 

SUBJECT: SAAF USE OF U.S. CIVILIAN PLANES FOR MILITARY PURPOSES 
REF: STATE 200475 

1. ACCORDING TO LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO DAO, 
FOLLOWING IS INVENTROY OF CESSNA 185 AIRCRAFT IN SAAF: 

A) MODEL 185 A - 18 DELIVERED IN 1962 

B) MODEL 185 D - 10 DELIVERED IN 1965 

C) MODEL 185 E - 9 DELIVERED IN 1967-68 

D) TOTAL -37 

2. DATES OF ORDER OR CONTRACT, AND SOURCE, ARE NOT 
KNOWN HERE. POSSIBLE THAT DEPT COMMERCE MAY HAVE SOME 
RECORD OF EXPORT LICENSING. WE HAVE IMPRESSION THAT 
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TIONS MIGHT WELL HAVE FALLEN UNDER NORMAL COMMERCE PROCE- 
DURES, OR GRAY AREA COMMITTEE, IN PERIOD PRIOR TO 1970 
DECISION SPECIFICALLY NOT RPT NOT TO SELL THIS MODEL 
CESSNA TO SA MILITARY SERVICES. 

3. CESSNA 185 MODELS IN SAAF INVENTORY ARE SCHEDULED TO 
BE REPLACED BY THE AEROMACCHI AM 3C, SOME OF WHICH HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN DELIVERED FROM ITALY, AND BY THE KUDU, WHICH IS A SOUTH 
AFRICAN DESIGN BEING PRODUCED IN RSA BY 

ATLAS AIRCRAFT. 

4. AIR COMMANDO UNITS RESEMBLE US CIVIL AIR PATROL. 

PRIVATELY OWNED CIVIL AIRCRAFT WHOSE OWNERS MAY BE FIRMS 
OR INDIVIDUALS, SOME OF WHOM MIGHT CONCEIVABLY BE RESERVE 
MILITARY PERSONNEL, VOLUNTARILY JOIN COMMANDOS. SAAF 
CANNOT, EXCEPT IN CASE OF EMERGENCIES, COMMANDEER OR ORDER 
DIRECT USE OF COMMANDO AIRCRAFT, BUT DO REGULARLY REQUEST 
AIRCRAFT SERVICES THROUGH COMMANDO UNITS. AIRCRAFT OWNERS 
MAY BE ASKED TO TRANSPORT LIGHT WEIGHT SPARE PARTS OR 

VIP'S FROM PLACE TO PLACE FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, QUITE 
POSSIBLY IN CONNECTION WITH MANEUVERS OR EXERCISES. THIS 
IS SUPPORT SERVICE AND AIRCRAFT OWNERS ARE REIMBURSED FOR 
SUCH SERVICES ACCORDING TO HOURS FLOWN. DAO HAS SEEN NO 
EVIDENCE THAT COMMANDO PERSONNEL RECEIVE MIT, IT ARY TRAINING 
AS SUCH, OR THAT COMMANDO AIRCRAFT TAKE PART IN COMBAT 
TYPE OPERATIONS. A WIDE VARIETY OF CIVILIAN TYPE LIGHT 
AIRCRAFT, UNDOUBTEDLY SOME OF US MANUFACTURE, PARTICIPATE 
IN THE COMMANDOS. 

5. DAO NAVAL PERSONNEL HAVE OBSERVED NO RPT NO U.S. 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT IN PROJECT ADVOKAAT FACILITIES. WE 
HAVE NO INFORMATION ON PLACEMENT OF ORDERS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE PROJECT, BUT WOULD ASSUME THAT ANY EXPORTS FROM 
US WOULD BE SCREENED IN ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL EMBARGO 
PROCEDURES. 
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